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MEMORANDUM FOR: Exscutive Director-Comptroller

SUBJECT:; Departiment of State Action on Furpls Hesrt-
Type Awnrd for Civilians

L. In January & Department of State cable frorn A mbassador
i.odge {eopy attached to the draft attached letter to Under Zecretary
Crockatt), set forth the Asnbassador's strong support for the sropo-
sition that the Purple Heart ke autherised for civiliae empleoyees of
the U. 5. Geovernmest killed or injured as o dizect rumit of war.

He cited in thiz connaction the injury and death of U. 1. persomnel

in the Salgon Embassy. He also indicated that ﬂmrm W estrupreland

is in agreement with his propesal. Ve are advised by a :ember of

the Gifice of Managerent Planning of the Department of State {*/r. Hupper},
with whom we have been in centact at your request, that partly as & rezult
of that cable, Mammgement Planniag is propesing to go back to Under
Secretary Crockett with two seperats recocumendatiocs. First, they

are proposing a letter from My, Crockett to Assistant Secretary of
Defense Jahn oMNaughton requesting an eppropriate ruling that civilias
smiployess injured or killed in Salgon are eligible for the Puarple ieart
undar the serms of the axiating Exncutive Order (E. <. HM4). That

ordsr astherizes the Purple Heart for ... any civilian national of the
United States whe, while serving under competent authority in any
capacity with an srmed foree of ... . 2 saillitary desurtirent who is

killed or wonnded {2}, {b), {c}, (&), or {e)".

2. Mr. Hupper advises thet Masagerent Planning feels
the Exscutive Order may be in sulficiently broad terris to pereiit
awards to elvilines in Saigos, bacause of the coiinard structure
af U, 8. authorities in Saigon, but probably not to clvilians
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slsewhare in the world other than smployess of the Department of
Defanse. Therefors, the Cffice of Management Planning is also
proposing to Usder Seeratary Crockeit that the Department seek an
amendment to the Executive Order to permiit the awazd of the Pursle
Heart to civiligns elsewhere in the world, that is, to civillans sot

po directly associated with tte military., You will recall that Under
Secretary Crackett esriler had responded quite favorably to your
suggestions that the Purple Heart Executive Crder bo expanded to
apply to civilians not now eligible. Later, however, he conclufed it
weould be preferable to establish & new gward rather than 50 seek ad
expandei elgibility for the Purpls Heart. r. Hupper Indlcates that
in view of the support expressed by Ambassador Lodge and Cenaral
Wastoreland, it seems quite Hiely that Under Secretary Croghatt
will be willing to go abesd with action to broaden eligibility for the
Purple Heart. Mr. Crockett of course may prefer to defor or reject
the preposal for a new Executive Order, pending a response frore:
Dafense 85 to clvillans in Ssigon. Also, Armbassador Leodge inficates
Ae has understosd the military woald frown on the awarding of Furple
Hearts to civillsns, and he may be optimistic in concluding that bacause
Gensral ¥ estrmorsland “would be very glad to ses civiliam employees
of the U. 5. Government recelive this medal” the military will support
an sapansien of coverage for the Purple Heart,

3, My, Hupper had sleo ludicated that staff personnel within
State in proposing s new award, rather than an expanded Purple Heart,
have beon tending toward the idea of establishing this award by action
of the Secysiary of Stats, thus avelding the uecessity of an amendment
te Esseutive Order 1016 or vther Presidential action. This approach
doubtless would bave this advantage, and the Secretary no deubt does
have the legal suthority to entablisk such en award. The Parale Heart
however has historical rocts reaching back to action by General Ceorge
W ashingtan in the Revolutionary War in 1762 and is now an award based
on Presidential order, and for these remsons of course iz much hetter
kaowe aad is & greater honor than would be an awsrd lssued oaly under
the suthority of a new directive by the Secretary of State.
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$. Mr, Hupper indicatss he hopes Under Secretary Crockett
will approve a letter to Assisiant Secretary clanghton un Monday,
February 7. {Mr. Hupper has not contacted M'r. McNaughten ¢r his
Office, bat he assumes Crochett may do so before seading a letter.)
In view of thess developrients, you may warnt to comtact Under Becretary
Crockett slther before he conmunicates with the Department of Tefenge

or thereafter. In the svent you want to contact Under Secretary Crockett

by lstter, a suggested letter for your siganture for that purpose is
attached.

é. dvises that » swmber of cases additional to
those of the Salgon Embassy aow sre awaitlng the establishment of an
appropriate award by the Agency or otherwise,

(Signed) RICEATD H. LAFSTALR

Asseciate Ceneral Counpe

Attachments

ec: D/ Personnel

oCison
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY éé - 5/2/'
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 £

& Frp 1803

Heonoreble %Williama J. Crocieit
Deputy Under Secretary

for Administration
Degartasent of Siate
Washington, ', C,

Dear Bill;

You will recall our discuesions and corimspondence last vear
on the proposal te broaden the Murple Heart concept to make elizible
for that award civilian employess of ibe goverament lajured in fhe
course of thelr official duties, the explosion at onur BEmbasey in -migon
betng the lmmsdiate canse of our discussioas. Alter :ume constdvsa-
des, the ohjactive was modified and staff work within the Departmaent
har gone forward lueking te the establislrnent, by the ecretary of
State, of & new award for civillan employess injured or killed,

An you kaow, early in Jameary Ambassador Lodge by cable,
copy encloned, ladicated Ms «froag suppers fo: the propozition that
the Furple Meart be made available to civilian empleyees injured or
kilied as & direct result of war. The Ambassader also indlcaiesd
Gensral Westmorelaad supporta this positicn. Alew, tbe . urple
Heonre, as you bkoow aow 1s 8 restdential award aad was first eo-
tabliohed by General Washingion in i782 duriag the Revolstionary
Var., The sward consegquently ts well inows sad is highly regar led,

We sze sdvised that stafl levels withia the Degarizment sve
considering & request te the Depariment of Defenss for 3 rullng that
all ¥, %, civillans serviag in Satges are eligible for the . urple
Heart under the Executive Order (K., U614) as now written, in
sddition to a proposal to enlnrge Purple Heart eligibilicy to cover
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civilisas net serviag with the military. The Central Inteiligeace
Agency andorses beth proposals. I will be jlad to confer with
Defense officials also, or to sssist in any way you think wseful,

Sincerely,

[sl L % vialle

l.. £, wWhite
Exscutive Director-Comptreliex

Enclosure

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Mr. Crockett
1 - Ex. Dir.-Compt.
1 - D/Personnel
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